punished. Such partiality could only raise the
indignation of the poor, and encourage the fraudu-
lent, who soon learned that to bribe an accomplice
was to diminish the danger.

Prompt and gratuitous justice is evidently the
first of sovereign duties. If the judge have no
interest to elude the law, and can receive only his
salary, gratuitous justice is soon rendered, and will
be equitable should your inspection be active and
severe, and should you never forget that severity
is the first duty ol kings. This grand regulation
of rendering justice entirely gratuitous will, for-
tunately, not become burdensome in your states,
for your people are well inclined, and not addicted
to litigious disputes. But, burdensome or not,
that which is strict equity is always necessary.
Justice, SIRE, precedes utility itself; or, rather,
where justice is not, there is there no utility.
The judge ought to be paid by the public, and
not to receive fees. To deny this were absurd ;
for must not judges subsist, though there should
not, for a whole year, be a single lawsuit?

Be you, SIRE, the first to render the adminis-
tration of justice gratuitous.shonest have been too slightlyhich are here
